3i8         GRIEVANCES OF EGYPT

Mudir was required to produce from his province
a fixed number of men, and failure brought upon him
a pretty sharp rebuke. How recruits were got was left
to the discretion of the provincial officials, who were
not slow to take the hint. Village sheikhs chose the
victims as they thought fit and without interference.
Many an old score was thus paid off, and agricultural
Egypt became rent with feud. Families denounced
families, and corruption poisoned the air. Fellahin
who could not or would not pay for exemption,
frequently were the first to be taken : personal enemies
of village authority, the next. In some localities the
practice was reminiscent of the naval press gang.
Country folk attending the local markets were rounded
up and sent to the nearest labour depot. While the
majority accepted their fate with resignation, a few
showed fight, and others sought sanctuary in neigh-
bouring districts. But the end of all was the same.
Resistance would be overcome, and fugitives dispatched
to the recruiting officer.

Certain elements of the Civil Service, both British
and Egyptian, looked sadly on these scenes. But their
hands were tied and their silent disapproval was un-
noticed. They could neither alter the policy nor
investigate personally every case of alleged oppression.
Some endeavoured to remedy flagrant injustice, and
others stood between fellahin and village authority.

question, on ne s'attendait guere a voir un seul village ne presentant
personne a Penrolement. C'est pourquoi j'ai etc e tonne de constater
que les villages sus-nommes etaient de ce genre.

Je vous recommande, Monsieur le Mudir, de prendre toute mesure
necessaire pour la fourniture des personnes requises des villages dont
il s'agit, et d'avertir les Omdehs de ces villages que les peines les plus
severes leur seront appliquees s'ils apportent de la negligence dans
cette question* En outre, vous aviserez particulierement le Ministere
du nombre presente par chacun de ces villages jusqu'a la fin du mois
courant.

Mai, 1918.                                                 Signe, le Ministre,*